High Plain Elementary

September PTO Meeting Minutes

Monday September 20, 2010
Members Present:

Pam Lathrop, Beth Jordan, MaryAnn Tipton, Jill Sargeant, Gail Saunders, 

Sandy Rikkers, Nadia DiCenzo, Sheri Martin, Michelle Diamondis, Kelly Drummey, Tara Stuart, Nicole Moore, Kim Sousa, Nancy Wachtel, Dana Katz, Pamela Drouin, Kate Jagger, Rona Beetham, Heather Hart, Kelley Fleming
Welcome and Introductions:  Kate Jagger

Presidents Report:  Kate Jagger

· Children are always welcome at PTO meetings.  Everyone is a member of the PTO.

· Thank you to all members of the PTO and volunteers.
·  Discussion of PTO “Savings” raised/targeted for an easement to the lower field.  Issue lies with the fact that approved contractors quoted an exorbitant price. 
Action:  Kate Jagger would like to establish a task force consisting of 4-6 interested parents to gather opinions from High Plain parents as to alternative uses of the funds.
Treasurer’s Report:  Rona Beetham
· Budget Presented for 2010-2011.  Budget unanimously approved by members.

· Genevieve fundraiser in progress.  $15,000 goal for fundraiser with a profit of 7,500 for PTO.
· PTO social events goal –financially break even.

· Learning Leaps are co-funding Brain Pop this year.

Principals Report:  Pam Lathrop:

· Thank you for a wonderful Teacher Welcome Back Breakfast.
· Format changed for Open House to accommodate parents.

· Trial of Lunch after recess taking currently taking place.

· Theme for this school year is “Learning Is Not A Spectator Sport – Get In the Game”

Committee Reports:

Welcome Back Teacher Breakfast:  Nadia DiCenzo and Gail Saunders (Chairpersons)

· Positive event.  

· Perhaps a lesser amount of certain items possible.

· Perhaps a decrease in budget is possible.

Family Picnic:  Kim Sousa and Christine Luconi (Chairpersons)

· Positive event and well attended
· Positive response to the DJ

· New format of bring your own food items seemed to work well.

School Toolbox:  Kate Jagger (Chairperson)

· Positive response

· Teachers requesting less back to school supplies.
Math-a-Thon:

· Kate to follow-up with Emily Allen (Chairperson) for feedback.

Unfinished Business:  

Genevieve Catalog Fundraiser:  Nadia DiCenzo and Deb McCarthy (Chairpersons)
· Fundraiser in Progress

· Goal: $15,000 with profit of 7,500 for PTO
· Chocolate items not available until November.

Action:  Nadia to follow-up with company.

New Business:

Open House 9/14/10 and 9/15/10:

· Provided PTO with opportunity to provide information regarding the PTO and recruit volunteers.  PTO Board Members present at PTO table.  Recruitment positive.  Some Committee Chair positions remain unfilled.

Ace Calendar for 2010-2011:  Dana Katz (Chairperson)

· 2010-2011 Agenda presented with positive response from members
· Dana to speak with Mrs.Fegan regarding possible storytellers for the ACE program.

· Dana requested assistance for greeting ACE presenters at the school.  Sign-up sheet filled at meeting.

Panera Bread Gift Certificates:  Nancy Wachtel (Chairperson)

· Sale to be held in October

· Gift certificates sold out in 2 weeks last year

Haunted Happenings (Halloween Social Event): Robin Lemons (Chairperson)

· Kelley Fleming reported tickets sales are going well.  170 tickets already sold.
· Volunteers still needed for night of event.

Book Fair:  Sandy Rikkers (Chairperson)

· Date not confirmed as of yet – possibility of first full week in December

· Possible hours discussed to allow for participation

Snack Taxi Fundraiser Proposal:  Beth Jordan (Chairperson)

· Re-usable snack bags
· 50% of cost goes to the school

· Positive fundraiser at other site

· Possible sales table at other event such as Book Fair.

· Possible collaboration with High Plain Clubs such as the Green/Recycling Club

Additional Agenda Items:

Green Effort: e-mails vs. paper copies to parents

· After discussion, it has been decided that information will continue to be sent to parents via e-mail unless otherwise requested.  One paper copy of an event will be sent home to families.

Action:  PTO Board to e-mail Committee Chairs with change.

Next Meeting October 18, 2010 9:00-10:00am in the High Plain Cafeteria

· Discussion: Re-naming the Father-Daughter Dance

.
