High Plain Elementary

November PTO Minutes

Monday November 22, 2010 -  9:00 am
Members Present:

Pam Lathrop, Deb O’Connor, Jill Sergeant, Shay Wainwright, Kate Jagger, Heather Hart, Rona Beetham, and Kelley Fleming

Approval of October Minutes:  Unanimous
Presidents Report: Kate Jagger

· We have no volunteers signed up to chair the movie nights or the 4th/5th Grade Fun Fair.  Perhaps teacher involvement to run the movie night.  An e-mail blast will be sent out for volunteers for the Fun Fair.
· There was a positive response from parents regarding the $20 dollar per student surplus for outdoor education.  Many parents donated the $20 back to the PTO.  The PTO’s scholarship contribution was adjusted to $600 because of the parent contribution.
· Discussion regarding adding hand sanitizer to the School Tool Box list.  Members agreed this would be a good idea.
· Kate will send out a Direct Donation Letter/Brochure after the holidays (Jan/Feb).

· The Brenda O’Brien Scholarship was not handed out in 2010 by Dollars for Scholars.  Kate will follow-up.

Principal’s Report:  Pam Lathrop

· Halloween Happenings – Many parents contacting Pam to let her know that it was a positive event.  Well organized.
· Genevieve distribution went well.

·  Three Mini Grant submissions for PTO review

1.  Nicole Brezinski grant proposal for $129 for Hoberman spheres.  Mrs. Brezinski has offered to instruct others on how to use /benefit from the use of the spheres.  – APPROVED for $129.

2.  First Grade team submitted grant proposal for $500 for a Reading Initiative/Early Literacy program to purchase reading appropriate books for the 1st grade team.  Program would allow each child to borrow a book from the program.  APPROVED for $500.
3.  Mrs. Magner/Mrs. Farquhar submitted a grant proposal for $500 for Educational Gardening supplies for the courtyard area.  APPROVED for $370.  May submit for rest of amount during second half of the school year.  

Committee Reports:

· Halloween Happenings:  Robin Lemons has already met with her committee members for wrap-up/next year plan.

· Box Tops:  Contest went very well.  Collected more box tops in one contest than all of last year.  

·  Panera Bread:  Positive response.  500 gift certificates already sold
· Chateau Night: Positive response. $400 raised.  Rona will contact Nancy Grava regarding other fundraising possibilities such as McDonalds and Fuddruckers.

· Lands End/Spirit Wear – Would be beneficial to have samples.  Would be beneficial to have a closet to “HPE” spirit wear no longer needed.

· Book Fair – Shay Wainwright reported the fair is scheduled for the week of December 6th.  There will be a signed copy of the Polar Express for raffle.

New Business:

Jill Sergeant has volunteered to head the PTO Special Project Task Force.  Jill has been working to gather information regarding input for use the funds initially allotted for an egress to the playing fields.  Possibilities include the egress although the quoted cost is too high – should town contribute?  A kiln for the art room is an idea or more smart boards.  We have 8 Smart Boards in the school we would need 18 more for each classroom to have one.  Deb O’Connor was present at the meeting as a teacher representative and reported that the teachers’ top priority would be Smart Boards.  The teachers would be willing to assist with fundraising also.  Perhaps a movie night/drop off event.  Pam will discuss further.  Next action is to look at the funds further.
NEXT MEETING:  Monday December 20, 2010 – 9:00 am HPE cafeteria

