[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Hello High Plain Parents!
										Time to get ready for this year’s O.W.L. program.
We have an exciting year planned, learning about
 	“Patterns in Nature,” 
so sign up today to help in your child’s class.O.W.L.
2011-12



Workshop dates for your calendar:
				9/21/11: 	Spiders
11/2/11: 	Cones and Conifers
1/18/12: 	Snowflakes
3/14/12: 	Feathering the Nest
5/2/12:   	Bees and Wasps (BONUS WORKSHOP!)

Would you like more information?
O.W.L. is “Outdoor World of Learning,” (formerly E.L.F.) and we are excited to continue this science program in the 2011-2012 school year to complement our existing curriculum.  The goal of O.W.L. is to give children an understanding and appreciation of the natural world, and to provide a great introduction to natural science in direct support of our educational standards.

Not only do our children benefit from O.W.L., we do too. In becoming an O.W.L. volunteer, you will meet other High Plain parents, teachers, and your child’s classmates. You will learn some interesting science, right outside your door, and then share your knowledge with your child(ren). You will have fun! The list goes on…

How do we do this?
Five times per year, O.W.L. volunteers attend a two-hour workshop at school, given by Rob Anderegg, of Four Winds Nature Institute.  During each workshop, volunteers prepare for classroom activities by participating in indoor and outdoor hands-on tasks pertaining to a specific topic. Written background information on each subject is provided, along with descriptions of each of the activities. In the weeks following the workshop, volunteers coordinate with their classroom teacher, to find a time to do the same activities with the class that the volunteers learned at the workshop. 
The time commitment is five two-hour training sessions held in the High Plain cafeteria from 9:00- 11:00 am, and a follow up workshop in your child’s class following each training session.  If you cannot attend a session, do not let that stop you from volunteering! Rob provides us with excellent training materials to read, and you will be working with your classroom's team of parents, who will also be there to assist you. 

Please return the form below to Lisa Scott – O.W.L., via your child’s backpack, or email lisasteves@comcast.net. If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Scott by email or at 978-208-0897.  THANK YOU!
____________________________________________________________

Name: ________________________________________ Email address: ____________________________
Telephone #: ______________________________________

_______ I would like to be an O.W.L. Volunteer!	
_______ I cannot help in the workshop/classroom, but can help gather supplies

Please list the name(s) and grade(s) of your child(ren) in the 2011-2012 school year for which you would like to assist:
                        _______________________________________________________________
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