Help Make Andover Idle-Free:

Save The Air, Save Your Health & Save Your Money!

With the support of the Andover Recycling Committee and the League of Women Voters, the School Environmental Liaisons are helping to launch Andover's Idling Reduction Campaign in the schools and town. An Anti-idling law, which has been in effect for several years, helps to maintain better air quality around our schools during dismissal time. At the same time it helps drivers save on gasoline expenses. Please review these facts and myths to see how you can help our campaign! We will be posting signs near the car line as a polite reminder to please turn off your engine.
Thank you, Environmental Liaison Committee

“…I encourage our students and families to consider walking to school on a regular basis. In addition to the increasing rates of obesity, we have seen a marked increase in the number of children with allergies and asthma in Andover. • Did you know - Idling can produce more pollution per minute than driving • Did you know - "Children are more vulnerable to air pollution than adults because they breathe much more air per pound of body weight and their respiratory defenses are not fully developed" (MARC Environmental Programs) • Did you know - Studies have linked various types of vehicle emissions to asthma symptoms and cardiopulmonary disease.” — Rita Casper RN, MBA, Director of Nurses, Andover Public Schools

 “Cars that sit for more than 30 seconds with their engines running use up more gasoline and emit more global warming pollution than if the motor is turned off and on again.” —The Down-to-Earth Guide to Global Warming
Idling is against the law, it poses a health risk to our children as they are entering and exiting their schools, and it is a waste of money for drivers.
Did You Know.... It Is Against The Law in Massachusetts 

to Idle Unnecessarily For More Than 5 Minutes?

Know the Facts:
• Idling wastes fuel and money • Idling contributes to global warming • Idling affects air quality and your health 
• Idling can damage your vehicle’s engine • Idling affects children more than adults

Myth # 1: “The engine should be warmed up for long periods prior to driving.”

Reality: Idling is not an effective way to warm up your engine, even in cold weather. With today’s modern engines, you need no more than 30 seconds of idling on winter days before starting to drive.

Myth # 2: “Idling is good for the engine.”

Reality: Excessive idling can actually damage engine components, including cylinders, spark plugs, and the exhaust system.

Myth # 3: “Shutting off and restarting the vehicle when it’s stopped is bad for the engine and uses more gasoline than if you leave it running.”

Reality: Frequent restarting has little impact on engine components. Component wear caused by restarting the engine is estimated to add $10 per year to the cost of driving, money that will likely be recovered several times over in fuel savings from reduced idling.

How You Can Help and Do Your Part:

· Turn off your engine when you are waiting for longer than 10 seconds.

· Keep your car well maintained to increase gas mileage and decrease emission.

· Reduce vehicle warm-up idling to 30 seconds, even in the cold weather.

· Avoid using a remote starter.

· Take public transportation, walk, jog, or ride a bike instead of driving.

· Tell you friends and family.

· Review the Massachusetts Law at: http://www.ci.somerville.ma.us/CoS_Content/documents/Anti-Idling%20Law%20With%20Penalties.pdf

· Take the Idling Reduction Pledge Now at: http://www.thegreenteam.org/IdlingReductionPledge.pdf

· To learn more about air quality, visit: http://www.mass.gov/dep/air

· Idle-Free Massachusetts Information at: http://www.lungma.org/site/c.fhJLJTOxFmH/b.2726681/#facts
· Also check out: http://www.ownyourair.org/idling.html
Protect our health and environment!

Care about clean air, only run your engine when necessary!
Do your share for clean air and turn your engine off when waiting!
